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that prevailed in the Elizabethan age and long after.
" She has the most harmonious and musical strain of
wit that ever tempted a true ear/' it was said of the
Lady Saviolina, by her lover, in Ben Jonson's
" Every Man out of his Humour," first performed
in 1599; "Oh! it flows from her like nectar, and
she doth give it that sweet quick grace and exorna-
tion in the composure that she does observe as pure
a phrase and use as choice figures in her ordinary
conference as any be in ' The Arcadia/ " And ten
years later, in " The Gull's Horn Book," Thomas
Dekker gave this advice to gallants : " Hoard up the
finest play-scraps you can get, upon which your lean
wit may most savourly feed for want of other stuff,
when the Arcadian and Euphuised gentlewomen
have their tongues sharpened to set upon you."

Arcadianism, as uttered by its inventor at any
rate, was less meretricious than Euphuism. A fair
sample of it is in the account of Musidorus's jour-
ney from the Laconian shore on which he was
wrecked, to Kalander's house, whence he was to
start on the adventures set forth in the romance.
On the third day of his walk with Strephon and
Claius:

" In the time that the morning did strow roses
and violets in the heavenly floor against the coming
of the sun, the nightingales, striving one with the
other which could in most dainty variety recount
their wrong-caused sorrow, made them put off their
sleep, and rising from under a tree, which that night
had been their pavilion, they went on their journey;